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ABSTRACT OF REPORT

The Archaeology Department continued its summer fieldwork on the Smith Garden
Site (1M Site No. 35B) during 2008 with emphasis on opening up test units to the south
and east of previously excavated areas. We also opened up three new test units adjoining
a unit previously excavated during the 2007 season which had produced a deeply buried
fire cracked rock leature containing much charcoal and some chert debitage.

Results from our work during 2008 showed thal the previously encountered Middle
Woodland period occupation faded out rapidly as we extended our investigations to the
east and southeast. There we encountered a decper buried area containing evidence of
Late Archaic and Transitional period occupation. Temative conclusions from our work
during 2008 point to small independent occupation events with no clear separation of
cultural periods. and not the continuous layer upon layer separation we had hoped for.
Such i1s archaeology!

several exploratory test units were dug on a slanted terrace localed above and to the
west of Carlton Smith's home. This area is referred to as the Smith Terrace Site (1IM
Sife No, 35C) Results from thas work are covered in this report,

SCREENING EXCAVATED SOILS ON SITE 35B



Al BACKGROUND:

During 2006 four test units were opened at a location 98 meters south of Carfton
Smith's home en Smith Road. These troweled test units uncovered solid evidence of
a Late Middle Woodland occupation with tire cracked rock (FCR) hearths, a great
deal of chert debitage. a small amount of “Owasco-like™ ceramics and Jack’s Reel
vorner nolched and pentagonal projectile points. One test unil produced a possible
Snook Kill and a side-notched point pointing to earlier Late Archaic and Transitional
period occupations.

During 2007 additional test units surrounding those units opened during 2006
supported this Middle Woodland occupation. This work also uncovered Lale
Woodland finds as well as Early Woodland and earlier period antifact finds. all based
upon our analvsis of point typelogy. pottery seriation, and the various depths at which
the antitacts were found. Therefore, our goal in 2008 was to luriher define these
multiple occupations across an extended portion of the tested area o determine if
individual occupation zones could be recognized and if we were looking at multiple
short-term occupations or longer period usage in this area. Results were mixed and
are discussed further in this report.

B} SITE LAYOLT:

{Refer to Figure #1 for a plot of the one-meter units excavated during 2008). We
opened up a total of thirteen new one-meter units southeast of our previous
excavatons and another mine umts to the cast. In addition, thres units fo the
northwest of our previously execavated units were opened Lo hopefull y uncover more
af the FCR feature found during 2007. Our units were surveyed off a secondary
bench mark located at 97 meters south of Carlion Smith’s home and taken on a
magnelic azimuth of 170 degrees to the south of his home. We attempled (o excavate
each test unit in ten-centimeter lifts, collecting the first 20 centimeters of plow zone
in one [ifi. and then all subsequent lifis in 10-centimeter blocks. All excavaied soils
were sereened through '4-inch hardware cloth, All depths were measured from the
surface of the sod using a string supported on a north-south axis and placed al the
easi-west midpeint of each test unit,
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N WORKPLANS FOR 2008:

Owur workplan for the 2008 season was st up to address the following questions:
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What is the extent of the occupation zones discovered during the 2006-2007
ficld seasons”

Are there other “hot spots” outside of our present excavation area?
C'an we define soil layers more effectively to highlighit (tighten up)
occupational zones”

Can we find the source of pottery found scattered across the entire
excavahon?

Was pottery made on-site. or are we just finding broken used pottery”
Is there evidence of pnmary reduction of quamed or collected lithics?
What is the pH of each soil layer?”

What is going om in the lowest yellow, clayey soil layer?

Can we locate small floral and faunal artifacts from our feature soils via
flotation and wet screening”

Are there “living floors” connected with the large hearth features?

Are there any post molds?

Are there recognizable campsiles west of Carlton Smith's home on the
elevated terraces now called Site 35C7

To address these questions, our workplan consisted of the following activities:
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Pay close attention to soil types and at what depth they change.

Continue opening 1-meter test units east and south of the area opened during
the 2007 ficld scason.

Carefully manage excavated and screened s0ils Lo prevent covering up arcas
we may wish 1o excavale later on this field scason

Screen all soils through Y4-inch hardware. Screen some feature soils through
1/8-inch hardware cloth or finer sieves in the laboratory.

Open several test units remote to our present excavation area io determine the
extent of occupation zones.

. Collect and analyze soils from all major [eatures. and conduct Notation and

wet screening as time permits.

Look for turther evidence of Historic Period occupation via glass trade beads,
more soapsione and kaolin pipe fragments and metal objects in the 1op 30cm,
Excavate each lest unit down to 95-100cm to insure we don’t miss lower
buried levels of oceupation. Core all completed test units down to the limits
ol the soil corer,

Take samples for pH analysis on each soil level.



E) GENERAL DISCUSSION:
1. Analysis of Flake Scatter:

During our excavations we maintained careful depth control while opening
each test unit. Once we removed the top 20em of plow zone, we dug in 10cm
increments and bagpged everything from each 10em lift, All Aakes were counted
and the composite from each 10cm bag was weighed 10 obtain & rough ides of
flake size. Figure #5A presents a plan view of the two major excavation blocks
{Northeastern Block #1 and Southeastern Block #2) with their flake totals for the
entire excavated test unit. Figure #3B then lumps together all flakes by 10cm
depth ranges for the entire block and presents graphs of the flake concentration as
a function of depth range, Block #1 shows that the chip concentrations remain
fairly constant across the first 60cm of depth and then rise sharply below 70cm.
Block #2 graph shows that the chip concentration rises to 4 maximum at a depth
range of 30-40cm and then drops off as the excavation progressed deeper. [t
therefore appears that we are dealing with many small occupation activities over a
long period of time instead of a few larger occupation events covering a larger
area of the-site. In other words, we're dealing with a site containing short-term
occupations by small groups of people spread over the period encompassing the
Late Archaic to Late Woodland periods.

There also appears 1o be little correlation between locations of flakes found
and any corresponding bifacial or unifacial chipped stone tools. Since we expect
the site was prong to periodic flooding fairly often we may be dealing with
horizontal movement of the smaller flakes in respect to the larger tools remaining
in place during flooding.

Flake size tells us a lot about what activities were taking place in these small
oecupation zones. Tiny (less than '%-inch) finishing flakes are found throughout
the entire depth of excavation pointing to finishing preforms and retouching womn
but finished tools as being the main activity taking place with two exceptions.
Primary reduction flakes one-inch and greater are found just below the plow zone
and correlate with Late Woodland occupations. Below 7lcm we have also
encountered these larger flakes in as area that also produces Late Archaic to Early
Woodland artifacts. In fact, primary cores and many large flakes are more
commonly found down to the very bottom of our excavations (around | 00cm
below the surface).

2. Features Found:

Many slight color changes were encountered during our excavations, but
disappeared rapidly and may have been produced from rodent burrowing or tree
root disturbances. We did find a series of fire cracked rock (FCR) hearths, which
are further detailed below.

Within the southeast comer of Test Unit 1005-4E a small FCR hearth was
discovered at s depth of 54-5%m below the surface. Much of the FCR consisted
of fire reddened and broken quartzite creck pebbles. Chert flakes were found in

A similar small FCR hearth was found at 59¢m below the surface. This feature
also conlained a small area of dark stained soil to one side. This dark stained soil










































